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To coincide with the release of Robert Galbraith’s latest installment in the Cormoran Strike series, The Silkworm, after hrs takes

alook at the 8 most famous and intriguing detectives to have ever graced the pages or the big screen

THEWHO’S WHO OF THE WHODUNNITS

i

Sherlock Holmes
Arthur Conan Doyle

We kick off our list of top detectives with the
undisputed king of the genre: Sherlock Hol-
mes. Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous creation
only appears in 4 full novels, of which The
Hound of the Baskervilles (1902) is the most
famous, yet puts his skills of deduction into
use in a staggering 56 short-stories. So what
makes Holmes so popular? “To my mind, a de-
tective has to be larger than life: more intel-
ligent than others... almost superhuman,’

CHARACTER SKETCH

ered a more traditionally American detective
that moves away from the plethora of Bri

explains Ashwin Singh, a -
thorof crime thrillers himself, ‘But that needs
to be balanced with foibles; Sherlock Holmes
practices unparalleled logic, yet injects him:
self with cocaine for stimulation every now
and then." Indeed it is this combination that
has led the Guiness Book of World Records to
consistently list Holmes as the ‘most por:
trayed movie character’, with more than 70
actors playing the part in over 200 films, in-
cluding 2 starring Robert Downey Jr. and Jude
Law, as well as the critically-acclaimed series,
Sherlock.

Robert Langdon
Dan Brown

Famously played by Tom Hanks in the Dan
Vinel Code (2006) and ‘Angels'and Demons
(2009), Robert Langdon is a sought-after Har-
vard Professor of Symbology who finds him-
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entkind of detective altogether. Created as part
of Blake Edwards’s farcical Pink Panther se-
ries, Clouseau is the French Sireté’s most em-
barrassing, inept and ultimately successful
police detective. Frequently in pursuit of one
idiot theory or another, Clouseau is renowned
for making a fool of himself and others —a
point perhaps embodied by an iconic scene
from the 1976 film The Pink Panther Strikes
Again, starring Peter Sellers, in which Clou-
seau’s attempt to interview witnesses résults
in him destroying a priceless piano, getting his
hand stuck in a vase and shooting an officer.
Yet, Clouseau still manages to get the job done
~-albeit with the help of incredible strokes of
luck. Alsoan animated series, the Pink Panther
has received international praise for welding

self called to help
around the world. Interestingly, Dan Brown
created the character as a fictional alter ego
of himself or ‘the man he wishes he could be".
Yet, while there are similarities with Sherlock
Holmes's character in the use of logic to de-
duce ‘who dunnit’, it is more about the knowl-
edge that Langdon already possesses which
can be used to unlock mysteries. Indeed, Lang-
don’s star has risen so rapidly since his first
appearance in book pages that the Robert
Langdon series is currently the seventh high-
estselling series of all time, with over 200 mil-
lion copies sold after producing only six books

a higher sales to book ratio than anyone
above him on the list

Inspector Clouseau
Blake Edwards

Chief Inspector Jascques Clouseau is a differ-

together comedy genres.

The Chevalier C.
Auguste Dupin

Edgar Allan Poe

r: Considered by many
to be the ‘father of
the detective genre’,
Poe introduced
Dupin to the world
in 1841 with The
Murders in the Rue
Morgue. The detec-
tive's key skill is his
ability to place him-
self in the shoes of
the criminal — a re-
peated characteris-
tic in future genera-
tions of detectives.
Based in Paris where he lives with his un-
named companion and narrator of the stories,
Dupin bears the title ‘Chevalier’ to denote that
he is a knight in the Légion d’honneur. Dupin
later reappears in the novels The Mystery of
Marie Rogét (1842) and The Purloined Letter
(1844), where he establishes himself as an ec-
centric much like the later Sherlock Holmes.
Indeed, Conan Doyle once asked, ‘Where was

the detective story until Poe breathed the A former FBIagentandpsychologistworking  pipeline.

breath of life into it”"

Miss Marple

Agatha Christie

Unique as an el-
derly spinster,
Miss Marple be-

beloved
characters since
her first appear-

most

ance in The
Sketch magazine
in 1926. But what
made readers
around the world

Well, Miss: \i:]rple
was the gentle-
woman of the so-called ‘Golden Age of Detective
fiction’ in which gentlemen dominated. It was in
this context that Christie became know as one.
of the ‘Queens of Crime' alongside the likes of
Dorothy L. Sayers. Miss Marple, the daughter of
a clergyman and very much attached to her
small village, achieves mostof her detective feats
through her deep knowledge of human nature
— apointevidenced by the well of analogies and
‘memories she draws from when seeking a deep-
er insight into the crime at hand

Alex Cross

James Patterson

out of Washington DC, Cross can be consid-

into English, the most famous Bakshi story is
Picture Imperfect (originally Chitrochor,
1951), which uses Christie's ‘least likely sus-
pect’ formula. Perhaps his most distinctive
trait though is his altruism; Bakshi believed
in reforming many of the criminals he caught
and not simply handing them over to the po-
lice, hence his sometimes rocky relationship
with the powers of law and order. This positiv-
ity arose from Bandyopadhyay's reaction to
the destruction of war — an attempt to fight
the gloom and rediscover the notion that jus-
tice will prevail.

Cormoran Strike
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LERRE P block who, if it
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stratospheric
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tor — JK Rowl-

ing writing as

Robert Gal-

braith, may have
gone unnoticed.
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annoying M
Rowling, w

'l
say itwasall fora good cause, because Cormo-
ran Strike, the one-footed (he'd lost his right
leg to a land mine in Afghanistan) giant of a
man with curly hair and a messed up love life,
does a bang up job detective. While he
might not have super-observatory powers a la
Mr Holmes, Strike is diligent: he takes copious
notesand doesn't shirk from interviewing the
suspects, even if it means slugging it to the
suburbs of London and beyond in a metro. A
good listener, in the end, it is his uncanny in-
tuition and his attractive and competent sec-
retary Robin Ellacott, that help him crack the
cases. Oh, and did we niention that he is the
illegitimate child of a rock star? The paps in
the book love it, so do we. News has it that
there are five more Strike novels in the
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